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Disposition - This document was released with portions deleted. The

. deleted portions contain information about a specific foreign intelligence method,
" as well as information identifying Agency components and Agency staff
"employees, Agency internal filing instructions were also deleted. The

' deletions were made under the authority of exemptmns (b)(l) (b)(Z) and .
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECTL "American Defectors to the USSR

1, The attached material was part of a soft file entitled
"Ainerican Defectors to the USSR, which vas set up by §R/6)
Support) around 1960 and mamtamed by varxous(SR)components
‘until ca, 1963, The compilations were derived from a variety
of sources, and contain both classified and overt data,

In the fall of 1966, the files were turned over t((CI)
Smff) In most instances, basic’information was then abstracted
for the US Defector Machine Programy) In all instances in which
the material was unique, or represented a valuable collation effort,
it has been incorporated into the appropriate 201 file, along with
a copy of this memorandum,

3., It is suggzested that any dissemination of this data should
be coordinated with §B Divisionyand with (CI Staff (CI/MRO), in
' _ view of the frequently inadequate sourcing and of the fact that
disseminations have already been madeéhr ough the US Defectoz)
(Machme Program) . ;
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OSWALD, Les Harvey ((2-/- 2 S—?J/?) 27
Date of Births 18 October 1939, New Orleans, Louisiana
Date of Defections October 1959

Educations High school. Always a studious typs, resd books that were
considered “"dsep". Co '

Military Servioces

Joined the Marines at 17. Says hs did this because he didn't
wvant to be a burden on his mother, Became & PFC, radar operator}
1/ months service Japan and the Philippines, Honorablse discharge
on 3 September 1959 (dependenay discharge).

Backgrounds

Father, an insurance salesman, dled before ILee was born. Has
a brothsr who is a salesman at Acme Brick Company, Fort Worth, Texas,
and a half brother John Bdward Pic age 28, a US Alr Force Staff Sargeant
stationed in Japan. Mother is currently employed as a supply mother at
the Methodlst Orphens Home, Waco, Texas. ((DBF 49478, 25 May 1960)

According to newspaper article, reasons for his defection were a combi-
pation of family poverty, what he considers the plight of US negroes, and.
the US Marines or American imgperiallsm abroad. At 15 or so he read

"Das Kapital® and agresd with its thesorles. A year before his discharge,
hs begun to prepare for life in the Soviet Union by using a Berlitz
gramoar to teach himself how to resd and write Fussian. Never, however,
did he consider deserting the Marine Corps. ' _

After dlscharge from the Marines, lLee visited his mother in Fort Worth
for about 3 days, then left for New Orleans where he planned to resume
employment with an export-import company for which he had worked prior
to enlisting In the Marines., Shortly after he arrived in New Orlesans,
he sant his mother a note saying that he had booked passage to Europe,
that ho was doing something he falt he must do. His arrival in Moscow

~ came as a shock to the family. Travel money probably came from that

saved vwhile In the Marines. He had nevar expressed any sympathy for

the Soviet Unlon or Communism. He had been interested in Cuba and South
America and his family would have expected him to go there, if anywhere.
Mail sent to him since his defection has been addressed to the Hotel
Matropole, Moscow. He acknowledged receipt of his mail in 1959, but
lettars gant in 1960 have been returned to the senders. QDBF 49478»

In November 1959 the Soviets were investigating the possibility of
sending Lee to a Soviet higher technical institute. (Wash.Evening Star)

- May 1960 Mrs. Oswald received a letter from the Albert Schweitzer Collegs
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in Switaerland, and which was addressed to Lee, which said in effect
: that this college was expesoting Lse Oswald on 20 April 1960, After
¥ recelpt of the letter, Mrs. Oswald planned to write to the college to
loarn if her son was in actual attendance there. QDBP 4948

i The Soviets nelther encouraged nor discouraged Oswald's deslre to becoms
i a Soviat citizen. The American Embeassy wanted him t0 think 1t over
bsfore hearing his oath renouncing American citizenship. As a result,
Osuald 1s bitter towards the consul there. He has stated that regardless
of any material shortcomings he sees while in the USSR, he will never go
back to the USA. '

Res 3 . . : )
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Unleas so noted, info is from the Washington Evening Star, 26 Nov. 1959,
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_ = - 5 December 1966

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT “American Defectors fo the USSBL

l. The attached material was part of a soft file entitled
"American Defectors to the USSR'", which was set up by .
around 1960 ard ma.mta:.ued by various - components

) untl.l ca, 1963, The complla.txons were derzved from a variety

of sources, and contain both classxfxed and overt data, |

2. In the fall of 1966, the files were turned over to
In most instances, basic’information was then abstracted -
. Inall instances in which

the material was unique, or repr esented a valuable collation effort,

it has been incorporated into the appropriate 201 file, along with
a copy of th1s memorandum. . :

3. Itis suggested that any dissemixmtion_bf this data should

be coordinated with and with* ~ T, in
view of the frequently' inadequate sourcing and of the fact that
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CSWALD, lea Earvey ' |
Date of Births 18 October 1939.- Hew Orleans, Louisiava
Dats of Defactions October 1959 '

Bducations High school. Alws a studious type, read books that ware
considered ¥dsep®. . .

Military Service 3

Joined ths Marines at 17. Says hs did th..s becax.sa he didntt
wvant to be a burden on his mother. Becams a PFC, radar operator;
1/ months service Japan ard the Philippines. Hororsble d.ischarge
on 3 Sapt.amber 1959 (dependency dlscharge). ‘

Backgmund: ‘

Father, an lnsuranca salesman, dled before Les was born. Eas
a brotker who 13 a salesxzan at Acme Brick Compfiny, Fort Worta, Texas,
ard a half brother John Edward Pic age 28, a US Ailr Force Staff Sargeant

' stationed in Japan. Mother is currently employed as a suppll mother at

thes Mathodist Orphans Home, Waeo, Texas,

According to newspapsr article, reasons for his defoo‘hion were a cokbli-
pation of famlly poverty, what hs considers the plight of US negroes, ard
the US Marines or American imgyerialism abroad. At 15 or so hs read

"Das Xapital®? and agreed with its theorius. A year befors his dlscrarge,
ho began to prepare for lifs in the Soviet Unlon by using a Berlitz
grammar to teach himsslf how to rsad and wrlte Pussian. Never,; however,

~ did he consider deserting the Marins Corps.

After dlscharge from the Marines, lLee visitsed his mother. in Fort Worth
for about 3 days, then laft for New Orleans whbere hs planned to resums
employmant with an export-import compsny for whloh he had worked prior
to enlisting in the Marines, Shortly after he arrived in New Orlsans,

. he sent his mothsr & note saying that he had booked passage to Europs,

that ho was doing something he felt hs mist do. His arrivel ln loscow
came as a shock to ths family. Travel money probably cams from that
saved vhile in the Marines. He had rever expressed any sympathy for

the Soviet Unlon or Commmnism. He had been Interestad iIn Cuba and. South
Ansrica arnd his family would havs expected him %o go there,. if anywhers.
Mail sent to him sincs his defection has been addressed to the Hotal
Motropols, Moscow. He acknowledged receipt of his mail in 1959, but
lotters aent. in 1960 have been rstumed to the sonders. -

In November 1959 ths Sovists were investiga’cing tb.e possibility of
sending Lse to a Sovist highsr technical institute. (Wash.Evening Star)
May 1960 Mrs. Oswald rece:!.ved a lett.er from the Albert Schwsitzer College
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in Switzerlard, ard which was addressed to Les, which ssid in axfact.
that this collegs was expecting Lse Oswald on 20 April 1560. After.
recolpt of the lsttaer, M-s. Oswald planned to write to the collage to

- learn if her son was in actual autandance there.

The Sovists neither enccumged ror discouraged Oswald's desire to becons
a Sovisb citizen. Tne American Enbassy wanted him to think 1t over
vefore hearing his cath rencuncing Amarican citlzenship. is a result,

. Oswald is bitter towards ths consal there. He has stated thad rsgardless

of an;r material shortcomings he sses whils in the USSR, he will never go
tack to the USA.
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